Narrative/Descriptive Narration:  A Creative Essay (202)
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Even the genre of literary essays includes the element of storytelling or narration.  As we read “Once More to the Lake” and “Feet in Smoke” students will get a feel for the intricacies and purpose of narration, for stories do not just unfold from beginning to middle to end.  In fact, narrations often offer a larger message or lesson.

“Once More to the Lake” in particular is a piece where the narrator is reflecting back in time to a childhood place.  This childhood place offers a descriptive setting where E.B. White reflects on his past, contemplates the future for his child, but also reminds him of his own mortality.  White further embellishes his narration with vivid and emotional descriptions that take the reader to this place and time.  We will discuss some of the other essays, their use of narration, and the possible interpretations in class throughout the semester.

For our first formal writing assignment, students will be asked to create a descriptive narration on a childhood place or trip that holds meaning.  Think about what happened at that particular location that has helped to define who you are today or perhaps a revelation or situation that occurred in that particular place that impacted you.  It does not need to be a place of nature as is the case with E.B. White’s essay.  It can be a place you have visited many times or maybe only once.  This will be your decision. However, writers must attempt to use vivid imagery and try to offer a larger message or lesson to your readers.  Consider the elements of our grading rubric also as you draft your stories.

Once you decide on your narrative topic, type your essay, double-spaced with your name, class name, date, etc. at the top left corner of your first page.  Your target length should be about 4 pages in keeping with department requirements.  This essay does not require any outside sources or a works cited page; (however, any time you do use outside sources in our ENGL 202 class, it is encouraged that you attempt proper citation).

Draft for class editing due:  9/25
FINAL TYPED DRAFT DUE:  9/27
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